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enemy delaying action, and administrative difficulties, in part due
to lack of foresight, in part to the advancing of the date of the
invasion; and though the junction between the two armies was
effected on September 16, the hostile withdrawal from the Salerno
battlefield could not be molested.
After a pause to reorganise the Allied rear services, the advance
continued on both sides of the Apennines, with the aim of reaching
the line Rome-Pescara before winter set in. General Alexander's
Fifteenth Army Group now comprised nineteen divisions, including
seven British, Dominion, and Indian Divisions in the Eighth Army
arid four in the Fifth Army ; Marshal Kesselring had available
thirteen divisions, writh five more in north Italy available for use
at need. The Eighth Army on the Adriatic coast had to fight a
series of stubborn battles for the successive river lines of the
Biferno, the Trigno, the Sangro, and the Moro; these were
formidable obstacles, running through wide and deep gorges and
swollen by the autumn rains and winter snows into swift torrents,
sweeping away bridges and obliterating fords, and the enemy fought
hard and skilfully for each. Nevertheless our troops pressed pain-
fully but resolutely ahead, and when General Montgomery, on his
appointment to command the British contingent of the Allied
army for the invasion of France, was replaced by General
Leese at the end of December, the Eighth Army had reached
the line Orsogna-Ortona, only a few miles short of its objective,
Pescara.
The Fifth Army on the western coast was not ready to launch its
attack on the Volturno line till October i2th, when the Xth Corps
forced two crossings between Capua and the river mouth, and after
three days' fighting was firmly established on the west bank. The
enemy, delaying our pursuit by every possible means, in which
task he was much helped by rain and snow, then drew back to the
Garigliano-Rapido line. Here prolonged fighting took place ; the
Americans on the right and the British Xth Corps on the left had
to attack a succession of steep mountainous positions carefully
organised and entrenched, and our progress was so slow that when
the Xth Corps was withdrawn to rest and refit in mid-December,
only the enemy's forward defences had been wrested from him. The
assault on his main position, now christened the Gustav Line, was
not launched till mid-January, 1944 ; the Xth Corps which now
comprised the 5th, 46th, and 56th Infantry and 7th Armoured
Divisions, attacking on the left, achieved a surprise crossing near
the river mouth, but the right wing of the army met with a costly
repulse, and our partial success could not be extended. This
campaign in Italy had already cost the British portions of the
Fifteenth Army Group alone close on 30,000 casualties, certainly
a high price to pay for indecisive strategic results in what was